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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



Office Action Summary 



Applicant(s) 

WIENANDS ET AL. 



JIX(6)MC 



1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 10 October 2003 . 
2a)0 This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) ^ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal m 

Disposition of Claims 

4) K1 Claim(s) 1-19 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 1-10 is/are withdrawn from cc 

5) n Claim(s) Is/are allowed. 



■e rejected, 
re objected to. 

subject to restriction and/or eii 



6)111 Claimfs) 11-: 
/)□ Claim(s) 

8) n Claim(s) 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction Is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

12) K1 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

aMM\ b)n Some''c)n None of: 

1 M Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

1 3) 0 Acl^nowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1.78. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's eiection with traverse of Group II (claims 1 1 -1 9) on 09-28-01 is 
acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that "both sets of claims discrete 
fiiaments sheets are required and the process as claimed would not be amenable to a 
"weft carriage" in the conventional sense. Both sets of claims contemplates the use of 
needles as holding means ..."(quotation in original). This is not found persuasive 
because, Counsel's argument is not commensurate with the scope of the recited claims. 
The recited independent claims do not require using needles as holding means. In fact, 
the recited method claims do not even require using a holding means. Moreover, even 
for the sake of argument. Counsel is correct that, the recited claims would not be 
amenable to a weft carriage as envisioned by the prior examiner, the process as 
claimed can be practiced by another and materially different apparatus such as using an 
apparatus which does not require using a station for a production of filament sheets 
having ends held by fixing elements (i.e. a process where preformed filaments sheets 
with ends held by fixing elements are used). 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 
Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 11-19 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The following patents illustrate various apparatus for forming scrims or mesh: 
Petzetakis (US 4,172,748), Friedrich (US 4,080,232), Reiners et al (US 
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3,693,379), Atwood et al (US 3,675,285), Treckmann (US 3,616,067) and Eaton 
(US 3,607,565). However, none of these patents taken individually or in 
combination teaches an apparatus in the manner as recited in the claims. 
Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

4. This application is in condition for allowance except for the following formal 
matters: 

Cancellation of non-elected method claims. 

Prosecution on the merits is closed in accordance with the practice under Ex 
parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this action is set to expire TWO 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this letter. 

Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Sam Chuan C. Yao whose telephone number is (571) 272-1224. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday with second Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Crispino can be reached on (571) 272-1226. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 
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Primary Examine 
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